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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION Z““_“Z"Uk‘
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION '
ALASKA DIVISION
709 West Ninth Street, Room 851~ Q™ ) {
. P.O,Box 21648 R

Tuneau, Alaska 99802 g
907-586-7418 [ 907-586-7420 BAX g 28
~ Tune 7, 2006 Bzl B EE
REFER TO
HDA-AK

— - - File#: STP-F-03-2-(15)/5357 — - - -

Mas. Judith Bittnex B

State Historic Preservation Officer

Alaska Office of History and Archacology
550 W. 7™ Avenue, Suite 1310 .
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3565

SUBYECT: Seward Highz‘vay, Bird to Indjan, MP 99 to MP 105, Initiation of Consultation pursuant .
to 3¢ CFR 800.3 .

Dear Ms, Bittner:

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), in cooperation with the

_ Alagka Division of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), ts Proposing impraovements on Seward

. Highway from Bird to Indian, MP 99 ta MP 105, in the Municipality of Anchorage (Figure 1), This
project will consider at least five alternatives for improving this portion of the voad. The project jis

located in Sections 5, 6, 8, 9, 10 & 15, T10N, RO1W, Seward Meridian (USGS Quadrangle Seward D-7

For purposes of the Nutional Historic Preservation Act, we are initiafing this consultation with you to
asgist ug in identifying historic properties that may he affecied by the proposed project.

Preliminaty concepts under consideration by the DOT&PF include: (1) ano build option; (2)
tehabilitating the highway along its existing alignment; (3) a new alignment along the coastline that
would separate the highway/rail facilities from Bird and/or Indian; and, (4) a new alignment that would
route around Bird and/or Indian by moving the highway and railroad onto the coastline and tideflats of
Turnagain Avm. Associated improvements to the build alternatives may include modifications to the

pedestrian facilities to be consistent with the road alignment, and consideration of passing/turning lanes
and/ar turnouts,

The Area of Potential Effects (APE) will extend 70 feet inland of the centerline and seaward to the const
except an inland area 0.4 miles north of ME 104 that extends approximately 400 feet inland from
centerline (see Figure 2). An APE corridor of 140 feet will accommodate the route concepis currently
under consideration and allows for five lanes plus a construction buffer, which is the widest that would he .
proposed, The inland portion of the APH is generally contained within the existing right-of-way for the J
Sewarclé—lljal;way, which varies from 150 feet to 200 feet; the seaward portion involves properties outside

a'b-ép:‘_”-_ﬁﬂ‘x.ﬁﬁ '




of the existing right-of way. Preliminary concept 4 above would move the highway and railroad onto the

tideflats. For preliminary congepts 1-3, the tidal

'E.";-‘.ig"'; T S S 1
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. - Atoticologledl Consulting (Réget) for Cultural R

21 Figupes ZHhipugh 5.

APE ig the coastline; for concept 4, the APE would

extend.op  theé mudflaig;: @;ﬁr}?@gh a cultural and historic resources survey would not be conducted on
J%; - the tidgl-Hlatd B}j,'_i‘e}'iiig_rg;eéi Vg been uncovered during the course of construction on other projects.

: e L _ ‘
An arché logicy] éhd;hISfﬂﬂ _ltef_’ﬁuwey Wwas conducied along the project route in 2001 by Reger

ssource Consultants (CRC). That report has not been

47 Lplocbssed by the'StatdHistoric Preservation Office and is being submitied along with this letter. Eleven

known sites were described in the repott as well

23 one newly located site along the project corridor, four

of which are within the APE. These and other Alaska Heritage Resource Survey sites identifisd by CRC
during their records review in early May 2006 are noted on Figures 2 through 5 and summarized jn Table
1. The APE has been expanded since the Reger survey was conducted to accommodate potential
alignment shifts and improvements along the entive corridor and now covers a broader area between the
current highway and the coast. The DOT&PF will be assessing the pravious survey work to determine
any additional survey needs for this coming field seagon.

It you have questions or comments related to this proposed project, T can be reached at the address above,

by telephone at 907-586-7464, or by e-mail at cdrie,vinson @fhwa.dot.goy.
However, I encoutage you to include the DOT&PF, so that your comments and congerns may be
immediately directed to project development. The point of contact is:

Mr. Jerry O. Ruehle, Regional Bnvironmental Coordingtor
Alaska Department of 'Transportation and Public Facilit ics

P.O. Box 196900

Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6300
Phone: 907-269-0534

Bmail: jer

Your timely response will greatly agsist us in incorporating your concerns into project development. For

that purpose, we request that you respond within

EBnclosures:
Figure 1 — Vicinity Map

thirty days of your receipt of this carrespondence,
Sincerely,
% _V/ma.c;m

Edrie Vinson -
Bnvironmental Project Manager

Pigures 2 through 5 — Area of Potential Bffect
Table 1 — Alaska Heritage Resource Survey Sites from MP 99-105
Archeological and Historic Site Survey, Regor Archeological Consulting, 2001

cc w/o enclosures:

Jerry O. Rusehle, DOT&PF Central Region, Regional Bavironmental Coordinator
Laurie Mulcahy, DOT&PF HQ, Environmental Program Manager
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“aa,, ,»J U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSFORTATION
o FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
ALASKA DIVISION
709 West Ninth Street, Room 851
P.0. Box 21648
Juneau, Alsska 99802
507-586-7418 | 907-586-7420 FAX

June 7, 2006

REFER TO

HDA-AK

st e et i e e oo File 3k STP-F-021-2 (15)/53577.

XI 1
Ms, Sheri D, Buretta, Chairman of the Boaxd wak@ S &

Chugach Alaska Carporation SEgs o] o
S60 E. 34th Avenue gl S 5 g
Ancharage, Alaska 99503 S 5 Bl &

SUBJECT:  Seward Highway, Bird ta Indian, MP 99 to MP 105, Initiation of Consultation
pursuent to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act

Dear Ms. Buretta:

-The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), in cooperation with
the Alaska Division of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is proposing
improvements on Seward Highway from Bird to Indian, MP 99 to MP 105, in the Municipality
of Anchorage (Figure 1), This project will consider at least four alternatives for improving this
portion of the road. The project is loeated in Sections 5, 6, 8, 9, 10 & 15, T10N, RO1W, Seward

" Meridian (USGS Quadrangle Seward D-7 NW).
For purposes of the National Historic Preservation Aet, we ate initiating this consultation to

agsist us in identifying places that may be of iraditional religious and cnltural importance to your
tribal organization. Please note that we are requesting information only on such places that yon
believe may be impacted by the proposed project so that we may try to avoid impacts. We

would be pleased to discuss with you any confidential concems you may identify and discuss
project details. : ‘ :

Preliminary concepts under consideration by DOT&PF include: (1) a ne huild option; (2)°
rehabilitating the highway along its existing alipnment; (3) a new alignment along the coastline
that would separate the highway/rail facilities from Bird and/or Indian; and, (4) a new alignment
thet would route around Bird and/or Indian by moving the highway and railroad onto the
coastline and tideflats of Turnagain Arm. Associated improvements to the build alternatives may

7 Appendix B - Page 4



include modifications to the pedestrian facilities to be consistent with the road alignment, and,
consideration of passing/turning lanes and/or turnouts,

The Area of Potential Bffect (APE) will extend 70 feet inland of the centerlive and seaward to
the coast except an inland area 0.4 miles north of MP 104 that extends approximately 400 foet
inland from centerline (see Figure 2). An APE corridor of 140 feet will accommodate the route
concepts currently under consideration and allows for five lanes plus a construction buffer,
which is the widest that would be proposed. The inland portion of the APE is generally
contained within the existing right-of-way for the Seward Highway, which varies from 150 feet
to 200 feet; the seaward portion involves properties outside of the existing right-of way.
Preliminary concept 4 abhove would move the highway and railroad onto the tideflats. For

~preliminary-concepis 1-3, the tidal APE is the coasttine; for toncept4; the APE would extend

onto the mudftats. Although a cultural and historic resources survey would not be condueted on -

the: tidal flats, these.jesources haye been uncovered during the course of construction on other
Jprojects. This s iﬂgsﬁated on Ii‘igures 2 through 5. :
Ty 2 - 2 vy
o . ]

An atcheolo‘g?ggl azﬁi;lgjstoric Sigé'éLﬁch was conducted along the project route in 2001 by Reger
Archeological ;E}Qﬂs:}ﬂging (Reger) for Culteal Resource Consultants (CRC). That report has not
been processed By the State Historic Preservation Office and is being submitied along with this
letter. Bleven known sites were described in the repott a3 well as one newly located site slong
the project corridor, four of which are within the APE, These and other Alaska Heritage
Resource Survey sites identified by CRC during their records review in early May 2006 are
noted on Figures 2 through 5 and summarized in Table 1. The APE has been expanded gince the
Reger survey was conducted to accommodate potential alignment shifts and improvements along
the entire corridor and now covers a broader area between the curvent highway and the coast,
The DOT&PF will be assessing the previous survey work to detertmine any additional suvey
needs for this coming fisld season. )

I you wish to provide comments related to this proposed project, please contact Ms. Bdrig
Vinson, Environmental Project Manager, at the address above, at 907-586-7464, or by e-mail at
edrie.vinson@fhwa.dot.gov; ot please feel free to contact me directly.

In addition, I encourage you to include the DOT&PF in your response so that your cominenis
and concetns may be immediately directed to project development. The DOT&PF point of
- contact for this project is: '

Mr. Jerry O. Ruehle, Regional Envirommental Coordinator
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
P.O. Box 196900 ‘

Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6900

Phone: 907-269-0534

Email: jerry ruehle @dot.state,alc,us

Your timely response will greatly assist us in incorporating your concerns into project
development. For that purpose, we respectfully request that you complete the enclosed Project
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Congultation Options form and forward it to the FEEWA within thirty days of your receipt of this
correspondence, .

Sincerely,

Karen A. Schmidt
Deputy Division Adminiatrator

Enclosures: -
Figure 1 - Vicinity Map
Figures 2 through 5 — Area of Potential Effect
Table 1 — Alaska Heritage Resource Survey Sites from MP 99-105

Archeological and Historie Site Survey, Reger Archeological Consulting, 2001
Project Consultation Options form

cc w/o enclosores;

Jerry O, Ruehle, DOT&FPE Central Region, Regmnal Environmental Coordinaton
Laurie Mulcahy, DOT&PF HQ, Environmental Program Manager
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Project Consultation Options
Chugach Alaska Corporation

Project Name: Scward Highway, Bird to Indian, MP 99 to MP 105
Federal/State Project Numbers: STP-F-021-2 (15)/53577

Please check the appropriate response(s) from the list below and use the back of this form or
additional sheets if you wish to make comments:

There are no known pié.ces of traditional religious or cultural importance present or
within the vicinity of the proposed project and further consultation is not requested.

There are or may be places of traditional religious or cultural iimportance present or
within the vicinity of the proposed project and further consultation is requested.

____ Chugach Alaska Corporation (CAC) will continue consultations for this proposed project
directly with Jerry O. Ruehle, Regional Environmental Coordinator, DOT&PF Central
Region, and with the understanding that CAC may at its discretion resume consultations
with the Federal Highway Administration.

CAC has no inferest associated with this proposed project and further consultation is not
required.

If you have chosen to do so, please 111d10ate the manner in which you wish to continue
consultation:

Mail:
Phene:
Fax:
e-mail:

Other: (please describe)

Name of CAC designated contact for this proposed project:

Phone:

Please print

Signed: ‘ : Date:

Sheri D. Bureita

Please mail to: Mr. David C. Miller, Alaska Division Administrator, Federal nghway
Administration, P.O. Box 21648, Juneau, AK 99802

Or, fax to; Mr. David C. Miller, 907-586-7420
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%,Mé’ ‘ U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
et PEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
ALASKA DIVISION

709 West Ninth Steeet, Room 851
P.0. Box 21648
Juneau, Alaska 99802
907-586-7418 | 907-386-7420 FAX

Tine 7, 2006

REFER TO
: HDA-AK |
Flle # STP-F~021 2 (1 5)/53577

5 A b3

B0 =
Ms. Margaret L. Brown, President & Chief Bxecutive Officer & =L % g
Cook Inlet Region, Incorporated SYE B S 2
P.0. Box 93330 T o slg & Sl I
Anchorage, Alagka 99509-3330 & ) 25

SUBJECT:  Sewerd Highway, Bird to Indian, MP 99 to MP 105, Initiation of Consultation
pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act

. Dear Ms. Brown;

The Alaska Department of Transpottation and Public Facilities (COT&PF), in cooperation with
the Alaska Division of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is pr oposm g

improvements on Sewatd Highway from Bird to Indian, MP 99 to MP 105, in the Mummpahty

of Anchorage (Fignre 1), This project will consider at Jeast four alternatives for improving this
portion of the road. The project is-located in Sections 5, 6, 8, 9, 10 & 15, T10N, RO1W, Seward

MBIldlatl (USGS Quadrangle Sewald D7 NW)

. For purposes of the Natlonal I—Ilstonc Prcservanon Act We ar1e lmtmtmg thls consuhatlon to

assistus in identifying places that may be of tradmougil religious and cultural importance to your
tribal organization, Please note that we ate requesting informetion only on such places that you
believe may be impacted by the proposed project so that we may ity.to avoid impacts. We

would be pleased ta dlacnss with you any confidential concerns you may 1dent1fy and discuss
project details. - :

Preliminary concepts under consideration by DOT&PE include: (1) a'no build option; (2)

- rehabilitating the highway along its existing alignment; (3) 2 rew alignment along the coastline |

that would separate the highway/rail facilities fram Bird and/or Indian; and, (4) a new alignment
that would route around Bird and/or Indian by moving the highway and railroad onip the

. coastline and tideflats of Turna_gain Arm. Associated improvements to the build alternatives mﬁy

AT ]
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include modifications to the pedestrian facilities to be consistent with the road elignment, and ,
consideration of passing/turning lanes and/or mrnouts. '

+ The Area of Potential Effect (APE) will extend 70 feet inland of the centérline and seaward to
the coast exeept an inland area 0.4 miles north of MP 104-that extends approximately 400 feet
inland from centerline (see Figure 2). An APE corridor of 140 feet will accommodate the route
concepts currently undet consideration and allows for five lanes plus a construction buffer,
which is the widest that would be proposed. The inland portion of the APR is generally
contained within the existing right-of-way for the Seward Highway, which varies from 150 feat
to 200 feet; the seaward portion.involves properties outside of the exis ting right-of way.
Preliminary concept 4 ahove would move the highway and raflroad onto the tideflats, For

" prelimminaty conscepts 1-3, Tie tidal APE i§ the coastling; for Goticept 4, the APH woild extend™ ~

onto the mudflats. Although a cyltural and historic resources survey wonld not be conducted on

the tidal fleits, the§® resources ivé been uncovered during the coutse of construction on ofher

Aprojects. This iSHlustrated on Figures 2 through 3.

d ey . L

i S s .

An atcheojﬁé:t‘?:al*@nd historic site survey was conducted along the project route in 2001 by Reger
M'cheologicﬁl';c.‘o'ﬁﬁsulting (Reger) for' Cultural Resource Consultants (CRC). That report has not
been processed by the State Historic Preservation Office and is being submitted along with this
letter. Bleven known sites were described in the report a8 well a3 one newly located site along
the project corridor, four of which are within the APE. These and other Alaska Heritage
Resource Survey sites identified by CRC during their records review in early May 2006 are
noted on Figures 2 through 5 and summarized in Table 1. The APE has been, expanded since the
Regex survey was conducted to accommodate potential alignment shifts and improvements along
the entire corxidor and now covers a broader area between the current highway and the coast.
The DOT&PF will be assessing the previous survey work to determine any additional survey

_ needs for this coming field season.

¥f you wish to provide comments related to this proposed project, please contact Ms, Hdrie
Vinson, Environmental Project Manager, at the address ahove, at 907-586-7464, or by e-mail at
edrie.vinson @Mhwa.dat.gov; or please feel free to contact me directly.

In addition, I encourage you to include the DOT&PF in your response so that your comments
and concerns may be immediately directed to project development. The DOT&PF point of
contact for this project is: '

" Mr. Jerry O, Ruehle, Regional Environmental Coordinator
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
P.O. Box 196900 ’ U
Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6900
Phone: 907-269-0534

Email: jarry ruehlc@dot.g'tgte.ak.us '

Your timely response will greatly agsist us in inborpo'rnting' your congerns into project
development. For that purpose, we respectfully tequest that you complete the enclosed Project

Appendix B - Page 9



Consultation Options form and forward it to the FHWA within thirty days of your réceipt of this

correspondence.
Sincerely,
Karén A, Schmidt
Deputy Division Adrmmstrator
.m_“ﬁ%‘];’;aures e e e e e L — S

Figure 1~ V1cm1ty Map

- Rigures 2 thraugh 5 ~ Area of Potential Effect

Table 1 — Alaska Heritage Resource Survey Sites from MP 99-105
Archeological and Historic Site Survey, Reger Archeological Consulting, 2001 |
Project Congultation Options form

cc wio enclosures:
Tetry O. Ruehle, DOT&PF Central Region, Regional Envuonmcntal Coordinator
Laurie Mulcahy, DOT&PE HQ, Environmental Program Manager
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Project Consultation Options
Cook Inlet Region, Incorporated

Project Name: Seward Highway, Bird to Indian, MP 99 to MP 105
Federal/State Project Numbers: - STP-F-021-2 (15)/53577

Please check the appropriate resﬁonse(s) from the list below and use the back of this form or
additional sheets if you wish to make comments:

There are no known places of uadltmnal religious or cultural 11npo11ance present or
within the vicinity of the proposed project and fuxther consultation is not requested.

There aie or may be places of traditional religious or cultural 1mporta:ucc present or
within the vicinity of the proposed project and further consultation is requested.

Cook Hilet Region, Incorporated (CIRT) will continue consultations for this proposed
project directly with Jerry O. Ruehle, Regional Environmental Coordinator, DOT&PF
Central Region, and with the understanding that CTRI may at its discretion resume
consultations with the Federal Highway Administration.

CIR1 has no interest assoclated with this pmposed pro;ect and further consultation is not
required.

If you have chosen to do go, please indicate the manner in which you wish to contlnue
consultation: :

Mail:
Phone:
Fax:
e-mail:

Other: (please' describe)

Name of CIRI designated contact for this proposed project:

Phone;
Please print '

Signed: Date:

Margaret L. Brown

Please mail to: Mr. David C. Miller, Alaska Division Administrator, Federal Highway .
Administration, P.O. Box 21648, Juneau, AK 99802

Or, fax to: Mr, David C. Miller, 907-586-7420

Appendix B - Page 11
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. 4 " U.8. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
e FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
ALASKA DIVISION

709 West Ninth Street, Room B5§
P.O. Box 21648
. Junepu, Alagka 99802
907-586-7418 | 907-586-7420 RAX

Tune 7, 2006
REPFER TO
: HDA-AX
e e iledh STRF-023-2 (15)53577 - ovrm e e
L) L
B AU )
Ms. Dorothy Cook, President :9; é‘w'i&f w2 8 &
Native Village of Eklutna [ WESE IHE
26339 Bklutn Village Road : e e S{
Chugiak, Alaska 99567-6339 o ' 5| & ol

SUBJECT:  Seward Highway, Bird to Indian, MP 09 to MP 105, Initiation of Consultation
pursnant fo Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act

Dear Ms. Cook:

The Alaska Depariment of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), in cooperation with.
the Alaska Division of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is proposing

improvements on Seward Highway from Bird to Indian, MP 99 to MP 105, in the Municipatity
of Anchorage (Figure 1). This project will consider at least four altetnatives for improving this

.. - portion of the road. The project is located in Sections 5, 6, 8, 9, 10 & 15, T10N, ROIW, Seward-
_ . Meridian (USGS Quadrangle Seward D-7 NW).

For purposes of the National Historic Preservation Act, we are initiating this consultation to

assist us in identifying places that may be of traditional raligious and cultural importance to your
tribal organization. Please note that we are requestmg information only on such places that you
believe may be impacted by the proposed project so that we may try to avoid impacts. We

waold be pleased to discuss with you any confidential concerns you may identify and discuss

. project details.

- Preliminary concepts under consideration by DOT&PF include: (1) ano build opticn; (2}

rehabilitating the highway along its existing alignment; (3) a new alignment along the coastline
that would separate the highway/tail facilities from Bird and/or Indian; and, (4) 2 new al{gnment
that would route around Bird and/or Indian by moving the highway and railroad onto the
coastline and tideflats of Turnagam An:n Associated lmprovemcnta to the build alternatives may

\—,h
% o
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include modifications to the pedestrian facilities to be consistent with the road alignment, and ,I
consideration of passing/turning lanes and/ar turnouts,

The Axea of Potential Effect (APE) will extend 70 feet inland of the conterline and seaward to
the coast except an inland area 0.4 miles north of MP 104 that extends approximately 400 feet
inland from centetline (see Figure 2). An APE corridor of 140 feet will accommodate the route
concepts cutrently under consideration and allows for five lanes plus g construction buffer,
which is the widest that would be proposed. The inland pottion of the APE is generally
contained within the existing right-of-way for the Seward Highway, which varies fiom 150 feet -
to 200 feet; the seaward portion involves propetties outside of the existing right-of way.
Preliminary concepi4 above would move the highway and railtoad onto the tideflats, For

preliminary concepts 1=3; the tidul APE is the coastline: “Tor coreept 4, the APE, would extend
onto the mudflats. Althongh a eultural and historie resources survey would not be conducted on
the tidal flats, these resources hg}fg'b'cen uncovered during the course of construction on other
puojects, This is i;l%strated on Figures 2 through 5.

' s, " . 1}1 e : .
An ﬁtcheolgg‘iég‘l ang fistoric site*sutvey was conducted along the project ronte in 2001 by Reger
Axcheological -_C:ons.:iﬂg_mg (Reger) for Cultural Resource Consultants (CRC). That report has not
been processed by the State Historic Preservation. Office aind is being submitted along with this
leiter. Eleven known sites were desctibed in the report as well as one newly located site aloug
the project corridar, fovr of which are within the APE, These and other Alaska Heritage
Resource Survey sites identified by CRC during their records review in early May 2006 are
noted on Figures 2 through 5 and summarized in Table 1. The APE has heen expanded since the
Reger survey was conducted to accommodate potential alignment shifts and improvements along
the entire cotridor and now covers a broader area between the current highway and the coast.
The DOTE&PF will be assessing the previous survey work to defermnine any additional survey
needs for this coming field season.

I you wish to provide commaents related to this proposed project, please contact Ms, Edrie
Vinson, Environmental Project Manager, at the address above, at 007-586-7464, or by e-mail at

. edric.vinson @fhwa.dot.gov; or please feel free to contact me directly,

In addition, I encourage you to include the DOT&PF in four 1esponse 8o that your comments
and concerns may be immediately directed to project development. The DOTAPF point of
contact for this project is: ) . :

M, Jerry O, Ruehle, Regional Environsmental Coordinator
* Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities

P.0O. Box 196900

Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6900

Phone: 907-269-0534

Bmail: jerry_ruchle@dot.state,gk.us

Your timely i:ésponsé will greatly assist us in indorporating your eoncerns into 'pmj ect

- development. For that purpose, we respectfully request fhat you complete the enclosed Project
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Consultation Options form and forward it to the FHW A within thisty days of your receipt of this
correspondence.

Sincerely,

Bnclosures:
Rigure 1 — Vicinity Map
Figuyes 2 throngh 5 - Area of Potential Effect _
Table 1 — Alaska Heritage Resource Survey Sites from MP 99-105
Axcheological and Historic Site Survey, Reger Archeological Consulting; 2007
Project Consultation Options form

cc wlo enclosures:

Jerry O. Ruehle, DOT&PFE Central Repion, Regional Environmental Coordinator
Laurie Mulcahy, DOT&PF HQ, Environmental Program Manaper

Appendix B - Page 14
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Project Consultation Options

Native Village of Eklutna

Project Name: Seward Highway, Bird to Indian, MP 99 to MP 105
Federal/State Project Numbers: STP-F-021-2 (15)/53577

Please check the appropriate vesponse(s) from the list below and use the back of this form or
additional sheets if you wish to malke comments:

There are no known plélces of traditional religious or cultural importance present or
within the vicinity of the proposed project and further consultation is not requested.

There are or may be places of traditional religious or cultural importance present ox
within the vicinity of the proposed project and further consultation is requested.

____ The Native Village of Eklutna will continue consultations for this proposed project
directly with Jeny O, Ruehle, Regional Environmental Coordinator, DOT&PFE Central
Region, and with the understanding that the village may at its discretion resume
consultations with the Federal Highway Administration.

The Native Village of Eklutna has no interest associated with this proposed project and
further consultation is not required. :

If you have chosen to do so, please indicate the mahner in which you wish to continue
consultation:

Mail:
Phone:
Fax:
e-mail:

Other: (please describe)

Name of Native Village of Eklutma desighated contact for this proposed project:

Phone:

Please print

Signed: - Date:

Dorothy Cook

Please mail to; Mr. David C. Miller, Alaska Division Administrator, Federal Highway
Administration, P.O. Box 21648, Juneau, AK 99802

Or, fax to: Mr, David C. Miller, 907-586-7420

Appendix B - Page 15
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“@% ' USDEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
e FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
ALASKA DIVISION

709 West Ninth Strect, Roon 851
P.O. Box 21648
. Juneau, Alaska 99802
907-586-7418 | 907-586-7420 BAX

June 7, 2006

REFER TD
_ . © HDA-AK
wim e e e o Bileth STRPA0212. (5S35 - o

My, Lee Stephan, President
Eklutna, Incorporated

16515 Centerfield Drive, #201
Fagle River, Alaska 99577

ot Flle
Gentral Firs

SUBJECT:  Seward Highway, Bird to Indian, MP 99 to MP 105, Initiation of Consultation
pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act

Dear Mr. Stephan:

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), in cooperation with
the Alaska Division of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is proposing
improvements on Seward Highway from Bird to Indian, MP 99 to MP 105 , in the Municipality
of Anchorage (Figure 1), This project will consider at Ieast four alternatives for improving this
portion of the road. The project ia locatéd in Sections 5, 6, 8, 9, 10 & 15, T10N, ROIW, Seward

Metidian (USGS Quadrangle Seward D-7 NW),

For purposes of the National Historic Presexvation Act, we are initiating this consultation to
assist us in identifying places that may be of traditional religious and cultural importance to your
‘iribal organization. Please note that we are requesting information only on such places that you
believe may be impacted by the proposed project so that we may iry to avoid impacts. We

would be pleased to discuss with you any confidential concerns you may identify and discuss
project detailg, ' : )

Preliminary concepts under consideration by DOT&PF include: (1) a no build option; (2)
rehebilitating the highway along its existing alignment; (3) 2 new alignment along the coastline
that would separate the highway/rail facilities from Bird and/or Indian; and, (4) anew alignment
that would route around Bird aud/or Indian, by tmoving the highway and railtoad onto the
coastline and tideflats of Turnagain Arm. Associated impravements to the build alternatives may
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include modifications to the pedestrian fucilities to be consistent with the voad alignment, and.
congideration of passing/tumning lanes and/or turnouts,

The Area of Potential Bffect (APE) will extend 70 feet inland of the centerline and seaward to
the coast except an inland area 0.4 miles north of MP. 104 that extends approximately 400 feet
inland from centerline (see Figure 2). An APE corridor of 140 feet will accommodate the route
concepis currently under consideration and allows for five lanes plus a constiuction buffer,
which js the widest that would be proposed. The inland portion of the APE is generally
contained within the existing right-of-way for the Seward Hi ghway, which varies from 150 feet
to 200 feet; the seaward portion involves properties outside of the existing right-of way.
Preliminary concept 4 above would move the highway and railroad onto the tideflats. For

preliminary concepts-1-3, the tidal APF-is thoe"ciystling; for toncept 4, this APE Would axtend o
onto the mudflats. Although » cultaral and historic resources survey would not be conductad on
the tical flats, these resources haye been uncovered duting the coutse of construction on other
projects. This i3 'illd’gtrmed on Figtires 2 through 5,

PR ", o, "’ i

An archcoloﬁ,g‘al hnd;hj“storis site survvey was conducted along the project route in 2001 by Reger
Archeological Cansuling (Reger) for Cultural Resource Consultants (CRC). ‘That repoxt has not
been processed by the State Historic Preservation Office and iz being submitted along with this
letter, Bleven known sifes were described in the report as well as ane newly located site along
the project corridor, four of which are within the APE. These and other Alaska Heritage
Resource Survey sites identified by CRC during their records review in early May 2006 are
noted on Figures 2 through 5 and summarized in Table 1. The APE has been expanded sinee the
Reger survey was conducted to zccommodate potential alignment shifts and improvements along
the entire corridor and now covers a hroader area between the curent highway and the coast,

The DOT&PF will be assessing the previous survey work to determine any additional sutvey
needs for this coming field 5easorL.

If you wish to provide comments related to this proposed project, please contact Ms. Rdrie
Vinson, Environmental Project Manager, at the address above, at 907-586-7464, or by e-mail at

. edie.vinson @fhwa.dot.gov; or please feel free tq contact me directly.

In addition, [ encourage you fo include the DOT&PF ig your response so that your camments

and concerns may be immediately directed fo praject development. The DOT&PF point of
contact for this project is: : :

M. Jerry O. Ruchle, Regional Environmental Coordinator
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
P.O. Box 196900 B

Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6900

Phone: 907-269-0534

BEmail: jetry_ruehle@dot.state.alc.us

Your timely response will greatly assist ug in incorporating your concerns into project
development. For that purpose, we respectfully request that you corplete the enclosed Project
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Congultation Options form and forward it to the FEEWA within thirty days of your receipt of this

R

correspondence.
Sincerely,
:)C,K/YN.GUI‘
Karent A. Schmidt
Deputy Division Adminisixator
EIIGIOS{IICE: T CUT T e o

Figure 1 — Vicinity Map
Figures 2 throngh 5 — Area of Potential Effect
Table 1 — Alaska Heritage Resouice Survey Sites from MP 99-105

Archeological and Historic Site Survey, Reger Archeological Consulting, 2001
Project Consultation Optione form

c¢ wW/o enclosures:

Jerry G. Ruehie, DOT&PFE Central Region, Regional Envitommental Coordinator
Laurie Mulcahy, DOT&PF HQ, Environmental Program Manager
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Project Consultation Options

Eklutna, Incorporated

Project Name: Seward Highway, Bird to Indian, MP 99 to MP 105
Federal/State Project Numbers: STP-F-021-2 (15)/53577

Please check the appropriate respotise(s) from the list below and use the back of this form or
additional sheets if yon wish to make cominents:

. There are no known places of traditional religious ot cultural importance present or -
within the vicinity of the proposed project and further consultation is not requested.

There aré or may be places of traditional religious or cultural importance present or
within the vicinity of the proposed project and further consultation is requested.

Eklutna, Incorporated will continue consultations for this proposed project directly with
Jerry O. Ruehle, Regional Environmental Coordinator, DOT&PF Central Region, and .
with the understanding that Eklutna, Ingorporated may at its discretion resume
consultations with the Federal Highway Administratioh.

_ Eklutna, Incorporated has no interest assoclated with this proposed project and further
consultation is not required.

If you have chosen to do so, please indicate tlie manner in which you wish to contmue
consultation:

Mail:
Phone:
Fax:
e-mail:

Other: (please describe) '

Name of Eklutna, Incorporated designated contact for this proposed project:

Phone:

Please print

Signed: . ~ Date:

Lee Stephan

Please mail to: Mr. David C. Miller, Alaska Division Administrator, Federal Highway
Administration, P.O. Box 21648, Juneau, AX 99802

Or, fax to; Mr, David C. Miller, 907-586-7420
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CONCURRENCE LETTERS
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550 WEST 77" AVENUE, SUITE 1310
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 59501-3565

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES PHONE: (907) 269-8721
FAX: (907) 269-8908
DIVISION OF PARKS & OUTDOOR RECREATION '
OFFICE OF HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY

August 13, 2010

File No.: 3130-1R FHWA

Laurie Mulcahy

Cultural Resources Manager

DOT & PF, Statewide Design and Engineering Services Division
5800 E. Tudor Road

Anchorage, AK 99507-1286

Subject: Seward Hi'ghway Improvements, MP 99 - 105

Dear Ms. Mulcahy:

We received your correspondence on July 14, 2010 regarding the referenced project. We
reviewed this undertaking for potential impacts to historic and archaeological resources pursuant

to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. We concur no historic properties will
be affected by this undertaking if the following stipulation is met:

e Prior to ground disturbing activities in the vicinity of MP 102, DOT will locate and
record the unrecorded historic archaeological site discussed in a phone call between
Laurie Mulcahy and Judith Bittner on August 12, 2010. DOT will map the site’s location
and submit a completed Alaska Heritage Resources Survey (AHRS) card to the Office of
History and Archaeology.

Please contact Tracie Krauthoefer at 269-8722 if you have any questions or need further
assistance.

Sincerely,

(jm,,,_,x,{.yé,ufuwr»-—

Judith E. Bittner
State Historic Preservation Officer

JEB:tak
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July 29, 2010 ENGINEERING SERVICES
TEL 907.265.2313

FAX 907.265.3961

e-mail: hotchkinb @akrr.com

Ms. Laurie Mulcahy

Cultural Resource Manager

Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
5800 East Tudor Road

Anchorage, Alaska 99507

Subject: Seward Highway Improvements, MP 99 to MP 105

Dear Ms. Mulcahy:

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2010 regarding improvements to the Seward Highway (MP)
planned by the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF). Your
letter provided a copy of a report titled Archaeological Field Survey and Visual Assessment of
Proposed Alternatives for Improvements to the Seward Highway between Mileposts 99 and 105,
and requested comments on that report.

We reviewed the letter and report relative to Alaska Railroad resources, and have no
substantive comments.

Thank you for providing us with the opportunity to comment. Please contact me at (907) 265-
2313 if you have questions or require additional information.

Sincerely,

Barbara C. Hotchkin
Manager, Project Permits & NEPA

327 W. Ship Creek Avenue MAILING AD% ; ~ TEL 907.265.2300 FAX 907.265.2416
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 P.O. Box 10 Wﬁlg’g%gNaﬁ%%M ‘ AlaskaRailroad.com




From: Boydston. Mark A (DOT)

To: Weiss-Racine, Holly F (DOT)

Subject: FW: Seward Highway MP 99-105
Date: Wednesday, July 21, 2010 11:09:49 AM
See below.

Mark Boydston

Environmental Impact Analyst Il
Preliminary Design and Environmental
DOT&PF

(907) 269-0524

From: Davis, Tom G. [mailto:DavisTG@ci.anchorage.ak.us]
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2010 10:08 AM

To: Boydston, Mark A (DOT)

Cc: 'Jessen, Julie K.'

Subject: FW: Seward Highway MP 99-105

Mark -

As provided below, the Anchorage Historic Preservation concurs with the ADOT&PF findings that
no historic properties will be affected by the proposed on the Seward Highway MP 99-105 project
(STP-F-021-2(15)/53577).

The Commissioners reviewed the proposed project information individually and conferred by email
between Monday, July 20 and today, Wednesday July 22, when the Chair sent me the Commission’s
findings below.

I'd like to thank the Commission Chair Julie Jessen for gathering the individual commissioners’
comments so quickly.

Thank you,

Tom Davis

Senior Planner

Planning Department
Municipality of Anchorage
4700 Elmore Road

PO Box 196650
Anchorage, AK 99519

(tel) 907-343-7916
(fax) 907-343-7927

From: Jessen, Julie K. [mailto:Julie.Jessen@hdrinc.com]
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2010 9:51 AM

To: Davis, Tom G.

Subject: Seward Highway MP 99-105

The Anchorage Historic Preservation Commission concurs with the ADOT&PF findings on the

Appendix B - Page 118



Seward Highway MP 99-105 project.

Julie K. Jessen, MSHP
Senior Public Involvement Specialist

HDR Alaska

2525 C Street, Ste. 305
Anchorage, AK 99503

907-644-2075 (direct)
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Summary of Changes in Project Scope

The Seward Highway Milepost (MP) 99 to MP 105: Bird to Indian project was originally
evaluated as an Environmental Assessment (EA) with 3 design alternatives: (1) No-
Action Alternative; (2) resurfacing, restoration, and rehabilitation (3R) with Passing
Lanes Alternative; and (3) Passing Lanes and Frontage Road Alternative. During the
early planning process, rerouting the road into Turnagain Arm was discussed, but was
ruled out due to cost and environmental concerns. The attached technical report may
discuss multiple alternatives. However, the Categorical Exclusion (CE) document only
relates to Alternative 2, 3R with Passing Lanes, which is the proposed design that is
being carried forward. It is anticipated that there has been no change in the built and
natural environment since the attached study was completed.
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